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James Earl Ray, convicted killer of 
civil right* leader Dr. Martin Luther 

• King Jr^ asked the Supreme Court 
yesterday to review his case, claiming 

. he was “set up to take Jthe rap for a 
crime he didn’t commit** 

Ray’s appeal said he was “framed 
by the FBI and local police, and then 
coerced by his own attorney to plead 

• guilty against his wilL* 

James H. Lesar, the Washington at- . 

torney representing Ray. wrote in ask- 
ing the court to review Ray’s . 
:onvictionr •'The charge U that those . 

, - Vho did kill Dr. King are still at 

>\ > yr* .r - large, protected in pari by the unwdl- 

:’ ; V tngness of the courts to face these un- i 

*- ’ * -* • pleasant facts. 

- : . The petition. did not mention an in- . 

* vestigation recently begun by the 

* ** .‘House Into the assassinations of King 
’ *.i and President Kennedy. 

V *-\ •• 'K v King was killed by a rifle blast as 

>. • i - jj» V be stood on a motel balcony in Mem- 
' ' v-/ phis In 196a. 

- i* ' * *-* Ray was arrested in London and 
. . # \ brought back to the United States to 

* L ‘ •-*•*’* **- stand triaL He pleaded guilty. 

•• In his petition, Ray, now an inmate 

•/„* ** % serving a life term in the Tennessee _ 

. . state penitentiary, said a thorough re- 

view of his conviction is nee-fed be- - 
.* **• cause potential conflicts of interest 

between two of his attorneys denied 
. . * him -effective assistance of counseL** 

• •• Ray was represented originally by at- 

torneys Arthur Uanes and Percy Fore- 
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The Washington Post — 
Washington Ste^News _ 
Daily News (New York) . 
The New York Tiraea — 


The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

The Los Angeles Tiroes — - 
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